
363Chapter 11  •  Issues in the Courts

´´ Bringing a frivolous, or unnecessary, lawsuit

´´ Making false statements to the court

´´ Providing false evidence before or during a hearing or trial

´´ Obstructing another party’s access to evidence

´´ Bribing or intimidating a judge or juror

´´ Making statements outside of court that will influence a court 
proceeding or about a witness’s credibility or character

´´ Advertising their services in a way that is false, deceptive, or mis-
leading

´´ Failing to report the possible misconduct of other lawyers

Attorneys found guilty of misconduct can be censured or reprimanded 
by a judge. They can be disbarred if the offense is serious. One strategy 
used to try to limit misconduct is to hire ethical attorneys (see the “Help 
Wanted” box in this chapter).

DUTIES:

•• Analyzes new cases received from the U.S. 
Attorneys’ Offices and Department components 
charging a crime punishable by death. Section 
attorneys advise the attorney general’s capital case 
review committee in its factual and legal evaluation 
of cases submitted to the department for review 
regarding whether the death penalty should be 
sought in each capital-eligible case.

•• Litigates all phases of federal capital cases, 
including pretrial litigation; provides guidance 
in selecting death-qualified juries; and 
helps construct penalty-phase evidentiary 
presentations. Section attorneys act as 
co-counsel in federal capital trials, assisting 
with the preparation of capital-eligible cases for 
department review, providing guidance on death-
penalty-related aspects of the pretrial and trial 
process.

•• Provides training on the department’s capital 
case litigation. Section attorneys provide legal, 
procedural, and policy guidance to U.S. Attorneys’ 

Offices and Department components handling 
capital investigations and prosecutions.

•• In collaboration with U.S. Attorneys’ Offices, 
section attorneys advise in the preparation of 
legal memoranda, such as proposed legislation, 
amendments, regulations, testimony, briefing 
materials, public statements, and correspondence 
on capital punishment issues.

•• Collects and maintains trial and appellate 
materials related to federal capital prosecutions. 
Section attorneys partner with U.S. Attorneys’ 
Offices in the development and management of 
current information and materials, which acts as a 
resource center for capital prosecutors.

•• Assists in the development of department 
policies and procedures related to federal capital 
prosecutions.

REQUIREMENTS: J.D. degree

ANNUAL SALARY: $124,995–$157,100

Adapted from USAJOBS.gov. Retrieved from https://www.usajobs 
.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/362714000

HELP 
WANTED: U.S. TRIAL ATTORNEY

CAREER VIDEO
Professor


